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“A Nation that fails to plan intelligently for the development and protection of its precious waters will be condemned to wither because of shortsightedness. The hard lessons of history are clear, written on the deserted sands and ruins of once proud civilisations.” Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th President of the United States of America.
Date item sourced will be bold in black – Where item sourced from will also be bold in black unless the source is an overseas media source then it will be in bold red and the headline will continue as is bold green underlined.
Drought still ravages much of Australia and the inflows into the Murray-Darling Basin are decreasing so the supply within the Basin and to places that source water from the Basin is struggling to be met and on top of that we have a Global economy sliding into recession and the predictions of ‘climate change’. 

Irrespective of the above, selfishness and an Un-Australian culture are thriving. 

If we across the Basin do not force, especially Local Government, and then our Federal and State Governments to show leadership what hope have we got?        
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Adelaide Advertiser - Editorial: Stormwater a resource we let flow away

In an average year, up to 160,000 megalitres of stormwater flows down Adelaide's waterways and into Gulf St Vincent. During the prolonged drought this has been much lower.
Imagine how green this city might have been had the stormwater been harvested across the metropolitan area in the same way it has by the Salisbury City Council, which has shown the way for the rest of the state. It is disappointing that the harvesting of stormwater and the subsequent recycling of that water has been left to a suburban council to act as a pioneer – gripped as we are by water restrictions with little prospect for relief, at least in the short term. Everyone, including the state Opposition, is now jumping on the stormwater bandwagon and the trail blazed by Salisbury – an idea which owes much to the work by then mayor and now federal Labor MP Tony Zappia.

This should be a bipartisan issue. While the State Government has expressed support for stormwater recycling and recently announced a plan to harvest 1.2 gigalitres from the Cheltenham racecourse redevelopment, perhaps SA Water, as the main body responsible for the state's water supplies, should be doing more to invest in this approach. It seems odd that SA Water is not actually leading the charge in developing stormwater recycling technology but, then again, the corporation has for years given the impression it is content to rely on the Murray as its main source of water. Desalination, understandably, has been the main focus in recent months.

Water Security Minister Karlene Maywald, while embracing the concept of stormwater harvesting, has rightly raised questions about the cost and technology. However, while desalination is a significant solution to our problems, harvesting water which falls from the sky should be an important piece of the supply puzzle.

Media Release – Adrian Pederick MP JP

Water water everywhere but never the will to buy

The state and federal governments have been sharply criticised again for their failure to give high priority to the survival of the Lower Lakes. State Shadow Minister for the River Murray Adrian Pederick said he has repeatedly called on the governments to purchase or lease water urgently needed for the lakes.

‘Each time I have raised this, the response from Premier Rann, his Water Security Minister Karlene Maywald and federal Water Minister Penny Wong has been ‘It can’t be done’. ‘Yet in the past few days we’ve been advised again that there is water upstream, some of which can be acquired.

‘Excuses have been a combination of ‘water is not available’, ‘waste of water’ and ‘risk of unbalancing the water market’ etcetera. Now Wong claims it is someone else’s decision. This is a national emergency. Whose authority does she need?

‘Victoria is hiding behind the four percent cap, which has been exposed as ‘creative accounting’, and NSW is dragging the chain on dismantling dams in the recently acquired Toorale Station – which they ostensibly bought for the environment’s benefit. These dams are preventing large flows in the upper Murray Darling Basin from reaching the Darling.

‘The question must be asked; “What are Rann, Maywald and Wong doing to correct these wrongs and get the rivers flowing again?”

‘Instead, we have a risky, unproven plan to build even more dams in the lower lakes region for questionable motives and an uncertain outcome. Furthermore, the work will necessitate even more water being taken from the struggling Lake Alexandrina, further reducing its chances of survival. ‘I remind those with the power to act that it is a lot easier to keep something alive than it is to bring it back from the dead.

ABC Online – Australia - Trust chief backs planned irrigation legislation
The chairman of the Renmark Irrigation Trust (RIT) says proposed irrigation legislation will bring about much needed change and put South Australia in line with national laws. The Minister for the River Murray, Karlene Maywald, will introduce two bills to State Parliament today which will allow trust members to individually own their water. The laws will mean trust irrigators can sell water to the Government and take advantage of exit packages. The RIT's chairman, Peter Duggin, says it is essential the bills are passed. 
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Right now we're in trouble with the Federal Irrigation Act because technically a bulk licence is deemed to be a barrier to trade," he said. "The ACCC [Australian Competition and Consumer Commission] are not very happy with anyone who's a barrier to trade because quite simply growers can't sell their water. In this case they obviously couldn't access the exit grants so we have to conform with the federal legislation."

ABC Online – Australia - River protection alliance launched at Parliament House
Graziers and conservationists have gathered at Parliament House in Brisbane to launch an alliance to protect western Queensland's pristine inland river systems. The alliance comprises the Australian Floodplains Association, the Cooper's Creek Protection Group, the Wilderness Society and the Pew Environmental Group. This is the second time such an alliance has been created to stop large-scale irrigation in the channel country. Graziers and green groups teamed up in the 1990s to protect Cooper's Creek. 

Its members are seeking greater protection for the three major river systems in the Channel Country - the Georgina and Diamantina rivers and Cooper's Creek. They say they do not want a repeat of the Murray-Darling situation and are calling for the protection of the Channel Country Rivers to be enshrined in State Government legislation. Under current State Government legislation, water resource plans are reviewed every 10 years. 

Western Queensland grazier Bob Morrish says the alliance wants both major political parties to guarantee the long-term protection of the channel country's three major river systems. "We don't want to have to keep fighting these battles forever," he said. The Wilderness Society will begin running television advertisements this weekend urging voters to consider the issue at the election.
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FarmOnLine – Big winds blow up dust storms
Much of the central and eastern interior is being blasted by dry, gusty winds which have led to dust storms, reducing visibility to just a few hundred metres in places. WeatherZone has observed that blowing dust and sand has reduced visibility to just 500 metres in Coonamble in western New South Wales, and 900 metres in Thargomindah in southwestern Queensland.

The dusty winds have been the drier, cooler southwesterlies in the wake of yesterday's hot and gusty northerlys. 

They have been kicking up dust and sand over a large area of the interior in South Australia, the Northern Territory, Queensland, NSW and Victoria, reaching speeds of 87km/h at Tibooburra last night. Unlike locations further south, these southwesterlies are stronger than yesterday's northerlys.

These winds will continue to blow dust for the next 24 hours or so before easing in SA from later today and in eastern states overnight and tomorrow. But in northwest Queensland winds will peak tomorrow before easing on Friday, when most of the central and eastern interior will be reasonably calm with clear skies.

Outlook '09: Doha deal to counter global recession
World Trade Organisation chief, Pascal Lamy, says countries now feeling the full force of the global recession would be regretting the fact that there had not yet been a conclusion to the Doha Round of negotiations. Mr Lamy has told the ABARE Outlook conference that he can count on Australia's leadership to help with the conclusion of the Doha round. Just this week there has been further destabilising of the Doha talks with a rejection by a group of United States industries, including the US Farm Bureau, of the current proposals on the table.

Mr Lamy, who has headed up the WTO since 2005, met with Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd yesterday and also held discussions with Ministers for Trade, Simon Crean, and Agriculture, Tony Burke. He said Australia has played a "constructive role" in the negotiations. "This country sees and understands the value of the deal on the table," Mr Lamy said.

"We're not yet there and have not succeeded. "Today we find ourselves in a global recession of unknown proportions.

"Some countries would be regretting the fact they did not help to conclude the round last year." Mr Lamy said there has been limited evidence of new protectionist measures, but there has been moves in that direction in the wake of the financial downturn.

He said trading nations needed to "be vigilant" because unused tariff or protectionist entitlements, if used, would set the world economy back "several years". "And it is much of these unused entitlements that the Doha round would have helped to eliminate," he said. Australian Trade Minister Simon Crean backed the call, saying the global economy needs "the stimulus that trade reform would bring". "The Doha Round would deliver a significant impact by removing over US$150 billion in tariffs, which would boost global demand and consumption," Mr Crean said.
Stock Journal - State, South Australia, Australia - Outlook '09: Water reform could benefit from flexibility
Giving irrigators more flexibility in water management choices could reduce the costs associated with adjusting to increased water scarcity, ABARE productivity and water manager, Peter Gooday, has told delegates at the Outlook 2009 conference.
Mr Gooday said a median climate change scenario developed by CSIRO showed that surface water availability could reduce by 11pc across the Murray-Darling Basin (MDB) by 2030.

"ABARE modelling indicates that this will result in a relatively modest fall in irrigator's incomes of 3pc across the MDB," Mr Gooday said. However, there are different effects depending on MDB land use and production, with the gross value of production for irrigated dairy, grains, rice and other broadacre activities estimated to experience declines ranging from 8pc to 14pc. 
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"Governments can help to reduce the effects of climate change on irrigated agriculture by reducing barriers to inter-regional water trade and providing irrigators with increased flexibility in managing their own water through systems such as capacity sharing," Mr Gooday said.

SunWater's corporate strategy manager, Tom Vandebyl, said capacity sharing had generated positive outcomes for irrigators and the environment in Queensland. "Existing water sharing rules in many parts of the Basin may be impeding agricultural production and efficiency," Mr Vandebyl said. "Queensland's experience suggests capacity sharing may offer significant economic and environmental benefits." CSIRO's, Dr Bill Young, said the environmental implications of climate change depended strongly on amounts of water used in the MDB, water sharing rules and any future policy changes.

"Active management of environmental water could increase the efficiency of environmental watering," Dr Young said.

"Environmental water entitlements and trading can offer improved security and control of environmental water."
Murray-Darling Basin Authority’s Chief Executive, Rob Freeman, said the MDBA would be developing a new Basin Plan by 2011. Mr Freeman said it would involve setting new sustainable diversion limits, as well as the preparation of an environmental watering plan. He said the environmental watering plan would involve prioritising the water needs of environmental assets and would be updated every five years. 

Goondiwindi Argus - Goondiwindi, QLD, Australia - Nation’s ‘food bowl’ at risk, and that means Goondiwindi
“One day this country will wake up and will have to put together projects so they can put clothes on people’s backs and food on their plates,” Cr Rob Reardon said. He was speaking at a Murray Darling Association Forum in Goondiwindi on Monday (I wonder is there any chance of the MDA staging a forum in SA as it was Region who sought a forum some two years ago).

The meeting was attended by the Minister for Climate Change and Water, Senator Wong. Australians have to start thinking of the Murray-Darling Basin as a single basin, not a series of competing interests, she told the small crowd of 100 who attended.

She said in a press interview afterwards it was time for “the river” to get its “entitlement”. “For a hundred years, it hasn’t,” she said.

Cr Reardon’s comments, which came late in the day during question time, drew applause from irrigators who came from as far afield as South Australia and Victoria. Cr Reardon fears a reduction in water allocation will put an end to viable farming.

Farms which had over the years spent millions of dollars on water licences and on-farm infrastructure to ensure their long-term viability.

“Will there be any compensation?” he asked. “(And) where’s the food and fibre of this county going to come from once these farms are gone,” he said. It was a concern underlined by another Goondiwindi farmer Ray Christie who believes even a small percentage drop in accessible water could have a devastating effect on Goondiwindi and the Macintyre Valley. But there were no real answers from those present including Senator Nick Xenophon, the man who blocked and then voted for the Labor Government’s $42billion stimulus package three weeks ago. Some said he “held the government to ransom”. “I see it differently,” Senator Xenophon said on Monday. “There’s 1.9million people who live in the Basin and they are on the brink of facing an economic catastrophe.

“I didn’t believe it was a credible package unless it took the Basin into account,” he said. Senator Xenophon said all those dependent on the Murray-Darling were connected by “uncertainty”. “That’s why forums like this are invaluable so concerns can be aired,” he said. However he agreed with other speakers that there was no “magic bullet” and that a fair and equitable solution would be some time in the making. The more time the better according to Cr Reardon who said the process needed to be slowed down.” “Slow it down and get it right,” he said. “There’s a lot of angst out there because there’s been no effective stakeholder consultation over water buybacks,” St George farmer Chad Prescott said. 
Weekly Times Now - Southbank, Victoria, Australia - Water meter swap 'a waste'
Irrigators have branded a $320 million push to replace most of their Dethridge wheels with more accurate water meters an "absurd" waste of money. The replacement pipe and Flumegate meters range in price from $24,000 to $34,000, compared with just $8000 for a fully installed Dethridge wheel. The meters are being replaced to meet National Water Initiative standards, which demand irrigators' water usage is measured to within plus or minus 5 per cent of the correct volume.

Victoria's existing Dethridge meters have an average error of 7.5 per cent in favour of irrigators.

Yet while the Victorian Government quibbles over meter errors its counterparts in NSW and Queensland have done virtually nothing to meter millions of megalitres harvested by northern Murray Darling Basin irrigators. As reported in The Weekly Times last year, irrigators on the Darling River and its tributaries have built thousands of diversion channels and levies across the northern basin to harvest floodwater into unmetered on-farm dams with a combined capacity of 3.2 million megalitres.

But despite the inconsistency the Victorian Government is pushing ahead with plans to replace about 11,000 Dethridge meters under the $2.2 billion Northern Victoria Irrigation Renewal Project. Victorian Farmers Federation water council chairman Richard Anderson said it was absurd to spend millions replacing the bulk of Victoria's Dethridge wheels.

"If we're fair dinkum about getting the water balance right we should be looking at the unregulated areas where there are no meters in NSW and Queensland," Mr Anderson said.

"(In Victoria) we'd be better off keeping a lot of our Dethridge wheels and replacing them at the end of their useful lives.

"You might identify the bigger users, who can benefit from the higher flows you get through new magflo or flumegates and leave the others." 
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But the man in charge of the $2.2 billion NVIRP scheme, Murray Smith, told The Weekly Times Victoria could not afford to sit idle just because other states were lagging on metering. Mr Smith likened the argument to the Australian Government's push on cutting greenhouse gas emissions, even though China and other nations were not taking action.

The meter-replacement program is expected to salvage about 125,000 megalitres from the Goulburn Murray Irrigation District, which will be shared between irrigators, Melbourne and the environment. The Dethridge meter replacement program is just part of the $2.2 billion NVIRP investment, which aims to salvage at least 425,000 megalitres by modernising the irrigation system. Under NVIRP, about 20-30 per cent of Dethridge wheels will be decommissioned, with the remaining 11,000 replaced at a cost of about $320 million. The meter replacement will deliver water savings at a cost of about $2560 a megalitre.

But this estimate does not include future costs of maintaining and replacing the new meters, estimated by the Goulburn Murray Water Corporation to be $216 million.  Irrigators argue the water recovered using more accurate meters is not a water saving, given it simply transfers 7.5 per cent (meter error) of the water used into water "savings". Even G-MW identifies meter error as an "accounting" saving. The VFF has called for some meter money to go to on-farm water savings, but the Government has refused respond. Mr Smith said Dethridge meter replacement was crucial.

He said that without more accurate meters NVIRP would struggle to determine whether water losses along channels was due to leakage or meter error. The VFF warns the rush to replace Dethridge wheels means GMW and its customers face a huge repair and replacement bill. "We're creating a big problem for the next generation, when the (new) meters need to be repaired and replaced," Mr Anderson said.
 Meter plan is full of holes
Why is Victoria forging ahead with plans to spend about $320 million on replacing 11,000 Dethridge wheel meters? 
Sure, the meters have an average 7.5 per cent bias to irrigators. But how significant is this error in light of the failure to even measure the volume of water being diverted in other parts of the Murray Darling Basin? The bulk of NSW and Queensland floodplain harvesting remains unmeasured - there are no meters on the vast private ring-tank dams that dot these regions.

Even South Australia only finished installing meters on many of its gravity irrigation properties last year.

Yet in Victoria, we are investing a vast sum, a once in a lifetime amount, in salvaging water that irrigators are already using.

It's time the Victorian Government, the Northern Victorian Irrigation Renewal Project board and its managers considered putting at least some of the meter money into on-farm water savings works. Sure, there may be some value in identifying the 2000-odd larger water users in the Goulburn Murray system and replacing their Dethridge wheels with automated, high-flow Magflo or Flumegate meters. But there's no sense in NVIRP chasing meter error savings down to the level of small pipe outlets supplying stock and domestic water. Putting money into on-farm water savings at a time of economic downturn would be far more beneficial to irrigators at a time when the whole community is struggling.
By Australian Labor Party - Australian Labor Party : Toorale delivers 11.4 billion extra litres
Media Statement - 4th March 2009; The purchase of Toorale station by the New South Wales and Federal governments last September has resulted in an extra 11.4 billion litres of water flowing down the Darling River, Minister for Climate Change and Water, Senator Penny Wong, said today. Senator Wong made the comments during an inspection of Toorale Station on the final day of a three-day tour of the northern Murray-Darling Basin. 

The Rudd Government assisted the New South Wales Government in purchasing Toorale Station last September, with the State taking responsibility for preserving the land, and a process agreed for transferring the water entitlement to the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder. In securing Toorale's water entitlements and floodplain harvesting rights, the deal will return an average of 20 gigalitres of water to the Darling River each year, peaking at up to 80 gigalitres in flood years. "Based on advice from New South Wales Government hydrologists, flows over the last fortnight in the Darling River have been boosted by approximately 11.4 billion litres of water as a direct result of irrigation extractions having ceased at Toorale," Senator Wong said. The Rudd Government is working closely with New South Wales to deliver the maximum environmental benefit from the Warrego and Darling River water entitlements at Toorale. Senator Wong said the Government had sought an Infrastructure Audit and Decommissioning Plan to assess options for decommissioning existing infrastructure. 

"The Infrastructure Audit and Decommissioning Plan will help us reconfigure the existing irrigation infrastructure so even more flood waters can flow through to the Darling River. "Significant environmental assets that will benefit from the return of this water include some wetlands of national importance at Menindee Lakes, as well as the Darling River itself." 

The CSIRO Sustainable Yields study for the Barwon-Darling system shows the middle zone of the Darling River between Bourke and Menindee Lakes is in poor condition. The Infrastructure Audit and Decommissioning Plan will be completed by mid-2009 and will be implemented as soon as possible after that. 

Australian Labor Party : $1.3 million to improve groundwater ...
Media Statement - 4th March 2009; Minister for Climate Change and Water, Senator Penny Wong, today announced $1.3 million to better manage groundwater supplies from aquifers. Senator Wong made the announcement during a trip to Bourke on the last day of a three-day tour of the northern Murray-Darling Basin. "Groundwater accounts for more than 30 per cent of our total water consumption - yet it is a finite resource which is only topped up or 'recharged' when surface water seeps into aquifers," Senator Wong said. 
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"Under the National Water Initiative, all governments around Australia have acknowledged the importance of groundwater and committed to a 'whole-of-water-cycle' approach to managing this valuable resource. "To develop regional water sharing plans that take account of our groundwater resources, water managers need a consistent and reliable approach to determine the recharge rates that contribute to regional water balances. "This is especially needed in regions where little is known about our underground water reserves. "Better understanding of both groundwater and surface water systems will contribute to improved water planning and management, consistent with the Rudd Government's commitment to properly measure and manage our precious water resources." 

The project, to be conducted by CSIRO, will develop two recharge reckoner tools and associated manuals that will enable water managers to improve their water balance models. Funding for the project is from the National Water Commission's $82 million National Groundwater Action Plan, which undertakes projects to improve groundwater knowledge and guide the groundwater reforms agreed to under the National Water Initiative. 

www.brookesstory.com

By Bill - brookesstory.com » Blog Archive » Endorheic basin
Australia, being very dry and having exceedingly low runoff ratios due to its ancient soils, has a great prominence of variable, endorheic drainages. The most important are:

· Lake Eyre Basin, which drains into the highly variable Lake Eyre and includes Lake Frome.

· Lake Torrens, to the west of the Flinders Ranges in South Australia.

· Lake Corangamite, a highly saline crater lake in western Victoria.

· Lake George, formerly connected to the Murray-Darling Basin

www.passingstrangeness.wordpress.com

By pauldrye - The Australian Inland Sea « Passing Strangeness
“In the case of penetrating the interior of Terra Australis, whether by a great river, or a strait leading to an inland sea, a superior country, and perhaps a different people, might be found″ —A Voyage to Terra Australis, Matthew Flinders

Inland Australia is defined by its lack of water. For lack of it, a continent roughly the size of the continental United States has one-fourteenth as many people—and it’s not as if all of the US is a paradise for human beings either. Before it was discovered the entire continent was a clearing house for cartographers’ fancies, but as Abel Tasman and James Cook and finally Matthew Flinders boiled down Terra Australis into merely Australia, the conjectures grew smaller too. The last big one to go down was the Australian Inland Sea.

Now of course, for Europeans, the continent started out as a prison. One of the attractions of Australia as a destination for convicts was there was no need for walls. With the ocean on one side and the Blue Mountains on the other, there was simply no place else to go. That was the theory, anyway, but in the early 1790s convicts started deserting. Author David Levell has recently documented how the convicts came to believe a distorted version of the educated belief that Australia might be well-watered inland, and how that eventually fed back into the theories of the colony’s upper class decades later. Among the Irish convicts in particular the rumour began to spread that China was less than two hundred miles walk to the north. And so they started walking. In a matter of a few months a significant fraction of all of the transportee Irish in Australia were dead or missing.

Despite the losses, their idea spread and became something generally believed by all prisoners. With limited geographical education, they thought it would be possible to escape to the places they had heard were near Australia, such as Timor and New Guinea—not understanding that “near” is a relative term. Eventually they came to consider the Blue Mountains to the west as the boundary between New South Wales and another white colony somewhere in the interior. In a way reminiscent of American natives concocting tales of El Dorado and Cibola simply to get unwelcome Europeans to move on, Aborigines are known to have agreed with this last idea, spicing it up with the detail that the colony was on the shores of a large lake.

At the other end of Australia’s social scale those Aboriginal tales were mixed with a peculiarity of Australian geography to promote further belief in an inland sea. Between the first convicts deserting and later official expeditions, Flinders’ voyages had proven there was no large strait connecting the interior of Australia to the oceans. But there was another possibility: as explorers penetrated the mountains to the west of the colony, they found four large rivers (the Namoi, the Murray, the Murrumbidgee, and the Lachlan) which all flowed west or northwest toward the interior. 

As it happens they all eventually curve to the southwest, uniting in the Murray-Darling river system and emptying out into the Indian Ocean on Australia’s south shore. Before that was known, though, it was at least plausible that they emptied into a great lake in the interior, an antipodean Caspian Sea of sorts.

To settle the question several explorers made treks into the interior; two are worth mentioning. John Oxley went first, in 1817, and his discoveries were suggestive of something in the interior. His expedition explored the upper Lachlan River and discovered that as one went down it the land became marshy. He considered it impassable, and all the water seemed telling, but in reality it was just the Great Cumbung Swamp; on the far side the land returns to river, not a lake. Charles Sturt was next in line, ten years later. 
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He established that the sea, if any, must be further to the north, as he was able to travel the entire length of the Murrumbidgee to where it met the Murray, then down the remainder of the Murray to Lake Alexandrina (named for the then ten-year old princess who was to become Queen Victoria) and the river’s mouth. Edward Eyre would soon demonstrate that the largest body of water in the whole area was nothing more than the intermittent lake that would be named for him.

The strangest claims for the interior were made in the wake of Oxley’s first explorations, but before Sturt’s showed how the Murray dominated the southeast of the continent. In 1827, armchair explorer Thomas Maslen published the 428-page A Friend of Australia, “illustrated with a map of Australia and five plates”. The map is included at the top of this article, but an animated version, designed to highlight Maslen’s watery conjectures, can be found on the website of the State Library of New South Wales. Anticipating what Sturt would find out about the Murray, he believed that the more northerly rivers were the key to Australia’s inland waters. In his opinion, the various tributaries of the Darling River (as well as the Darling itself) would flow northwest into what he labelled the “Supposed Sea”. 

From there the waters would continue across the rest of Australia to King Sound in the far northwest, presumably ending in the mouth of the already-discovered Fitzroy River. The Fitzroy is, in fact, the longest river on that coast, but it’s about 1000 kilometers too short to fill the bill.

Eventually, the notion of a large inland sea was definitively killed by the expeditions of the ill-fated Burke and Wills and John McDougall Stuart. In the end, if you want an Australian Sea you can have one only if you’re a dinosaur or possess a time machine. 120 million years ago, as continental drift separated Australia from Antarctica, the east-central portion of Australia was lowered by as much as 350 meters. The ocean flooded the lowered land, forming the icy epeiric Eromanga Sea. The intrusion lasted for about twenty million years, and left its marks. That part of the world is famous for its opalized fossils of marine creatures and, more importantly for modern Australians, the basin filled with sediment over time. That sediment allowed the formation of the enormous Great Artesian Basin, which roughly corresponds to the sea which was once there, and on which 180,000 people rely for their water.

By Surfbirds - Surfbirds News: The state of Australia's birds
The state of Australia's birds; Many native Australian bird species are declining. Birds of garden, water, scrub and woodland are showing marked falls in their populations says a new report by Birds Australia (BirdLife in Australia). The encouraging news is that the status of some species is improving as a result of conservation action. This is the sixth ‘the state of Australia’s birds’ report, and presents an up-to-date overview of the health of bird populations in Australia and the main challenges to their sustainability. This 2008 report focuses on trends in bird populations revealed by around 50 long-term monitoring programs that have been running for up to 40 years. Trends in bird populations are mixed, but more species are in decline than were reported in 2003. Common birds are far less common than they once were, for example populations of the familiar Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen have slumped. 

“Many, and perhaps most, of our native birds are in decline for a range of reasons including habitat loss and introduced predators”, said Dr Graeme Hamilton - Birds Australia CEO. The report documents that many of Australia’s waterbird populations are in serious decline due to a combination of the severe drought – especially around the Murray–Darling Basin - and poor water management practices. 

Australia’s shorebirds are being closely monitored to ensure they do not share the same fate as the waterbirds. Nevertheless, numbers of migratory shorebirds, such as Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis and Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea, which fly thousands of kilometres from Siberia each year, have fallen sharply in recent years, as have populations of resident shorebirds, such as Red-necked Avocet Recurvirostra novaehollandiae.Birds in the bush are faring little better, but still declining. Woodland birds, such as robins, thornbills, fantails and treecreepers, which feed on insects on or near the ground, have all declined in southeastern Australia due to habitat clearance and other modification. Birds of the heathland, such as Ground Parrot Pezoporus wallicus in Western Australia and Endangered Eastern Bristlebird Dasyornis brachypterus in southeastern Queensland, have also reached perilously low numbers, due to bushfires. 

The encouraging news is that where active management is undertaken success in improving the state of bird populations is more prevalent than failure. This is especially true of Globally Threatened birds, such as Gould's Petrel Pterodroma leucoptera and Superb Parrot Polytelis swainsonii. Both Vulnerable species have been actively managed, with recovery plans that have seen habitat protected, rehabilitated or replanted, predators controlled, nest-boxes provided and captive-bred birds released.

Although the report deals with birds, the findings have much broader implications for nature and society—birds are indicators of national quality of life. “This loss of bird biodiversity is serious as it will also reflect the loss in other groups such as mammals, reptiles, and plants”, commented Dr Hamilton. “Birds Australia have done an impressive job of analysing the latest information on trends in bird populations”, said Alison Stattersfield – BirdLife’s Head of Science. “Their findings are extremely concerning and mirror those presented in BirdLife International’s ‘State of the world’s birds’ report published last year”. “Globally, there is increasing evidence from long-term monitoring studies of major changes in bird communities and their habitats, with many species declining and few increasing. Our conservation efforts need to be geared up tremendously to halt this loss of biodiversity”.
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MDA Media Release - Goondiwindi Water Forum – “Water for the Future”

The Goondiwindi Cultural Centre in Queensland was the venue for the 3rd in a series of water forums, specifically aimed at the Federal government’s National water plans, since Feb 2007, by the Murray Darling Association.

Senator Penny Wong officially opened the Forum on the theme of “water for the future”, the program now entering its 2nd year. Minister Wong took the opportunity to announce a sweet of measures, including expenditure for on-farm water use efficiency, a socio-economic study in relation to the effects on water buy back programs and investment into studies to develop processes to handle the coal seam gas, water extraction problem. This process alone can deliver between 30 and 50 gigalitres of reusable water back to the surface streams in the Darling Downs region.

The mayor of Goondiwindi Regional Council, Cr. Graeme Scheu and National President of the MDA Mr. Bill Gorman both provided welcome introductions to the 8o plus delegates from all states within the basin, including representatives from Local Government, Industry, Water Authorities, CMA’s, NRM groups and irrigators. 

The Water buy-back program was one of the main focal issues raised during the day, but Climate Change as apposed to drought was discussed, as was Cloud Seeding for rain Enhancement, presented by Dr. Roger Stone. The program included “Q&A” sessions allowing many delegates and speakers to exchanged views on all subjects.

The speakers included; Mr David Harriss PSM, deputy director General Water Management, Dept of Water and Energy NSW; Mr. George Warne, CEO State Water NSW; Mr Geoff Penton, CEO of the Qld Murray Darling Committee, Senator Nick Xenophon, Sth Aust.; Mr. Andrew Gregson, CEO of NSW Irrigators Council, and Ms Katrina Maguire, General Manager Stakeholder Engagement of the recently formed MDB Authority.

Owing to the declaration of the Qld elections the Dept of Natural Resources and Water had to withdraw from their proposed presentation.

Mr Geoff Penton, CEO of QMDC was able to present and release their independent Technical assessment of water use efficiency opportunities in the Qld Murray Darling Basin, where a potential investment of $200million can result in 200 gigalitres of water savings.

The forum concluded, providing three main issues that would need urgent attention by the government if the “water for the future” program was to achieve the outcomes from it’s objectives.

1/.
“That the Federal Government as a matter of urgency investigate and undertake major water infrastructure programs in and adjacent to the Murray Darling Basin. This includes new dams for capturing peak events to increase flow in the system while delivering infrastructure upgrades. This will create immediate social and economic benefits in our economy as a whole while it is the essential catalyst to improve our nation’s water security and provide our future generations with a more secure future.”

2/. 
There needs to be a more concerted effort in effective stakeholder consultation by the government in developing its many wide and differing policies, particularly on how to stimulate the economy.

3/.
A concerted effort re funding for on farm water use efficiency, along with an urgent understanding of the socio-economic effects of water trading and the acceleration of the water buy-back program.

These main points and other issues will be brought to the attention of all State and Federal ministers for their response and feed back, with a request for a time line on the actions to be taken.

AdelaideNow - High Court fight over Murray
South Australia will launch a legal challenge, and is ready to go as far as the High Court, to force upstream states to release water into the River Murray. It is expected to lead to an all-out interstate legal brawl between SA and especially Victoria, which has a controversial cap on water trading - seen by SA and the Commonwealth as a significant impediment to getting further flows down the Murray. Federal Water Minister Penny Wong and Premier Mike Rann have been working behind the scenes to try to get Victoria to remove the cap - but have had little success. Mr Rann announced the constitutional challenge in a ministerial statement to Parliament today - but it was promptly derided as a stunt by the Opposition. Mr Rann said the Government had exhausted all diplomatic channels available to it. He said the Government was not prepared to stand by and watch the decline of the natural environment at the end of the Murray Darling system.

"For over 100 years, upstream states have deliberately used and abused the water of the River Murray," he said. "We all now stand witness to the result. The Lower Lakes and the Coorong face environmental disaster." Mr Rann announced the Government was putting together a legal and scientific team to prepare the constitutional challenge "that I am prepared to take all the way to the High Court". The main aim of the challenge is Victoria, which has put a 4 per cent cap on all water licence trading in that state. "I have asked the legal team to examine all avenues to secure SA's rights to water," Mr Rann said.

"The upstream states continue to place barriers in the path of that long-term solution. Victoria's 4 per cent cap on trading water licences out of Victorian districts is one such barrier."

Mr Rann said the cap would lift to 6 per cent by the end of this year but would not be abolished completely until 2014.

"We believe that by 2014 it could be too late," Mr Rann said. "We need that cap lifted well before 2014. We see it as a cap on reform and a cap on the rescue of the River Murray." Mr Rann said the Government would now enter the temporary water market to purchase the water needed to provide a healthier flow to the river "while we continue to fight for a lasting solution".

He again raised the spectre of using seawater to flood the Lower Lakes to prevent acidification. 
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"Only them will the temporary weir be put in place to protect the fresh water supplies of Adelaide and the regional towns that rely on River Murray water for their drinking water supplies," he said. Opposition Leader Martin Hamilton-Smith said the Murray agreement was a complete mess. “The Premier has also contradicted himself; he said in 2007 that a prolonged High Court challenge would not do the River Murray any good," Mr Hamilton-Smith said. “As from today, the national deal is falling apart, the Water Security Minister has been shown to be wrong, the Premier has back flipped and we are not one single drop better off. “The only solution is the original John Howard plan for the Federal Government to takeover the Murray Darling Basin.

Sydney Morning Herald - Sydney, Australia – SA preparing water trading challenge
South Australia is preparing a constitutional challenge seeking to remove water trading barriers in upstream states of the Murray-Darling Basin. Premier Mike Rann says limits on trading water licences are "a cap on the rescue of the River Murray". He says his government has exhausted all diplomatic channels and he has instructed the state's solicitor general to lead the challenge, adding: "I am prepared to take (this) all the way to the High Court". "The states' rights in this matter are referred to in the Australian constitution," he told parliament on Thursday. "We do not undertake such action lightly. "Our objective shall be to return sufficient permanent fresh water to the river to restore its health. "I have asked the legal team to examine all avenues to secure South Australia's rights to water. "The upstream states continue to place barriers in the path of that long-term solution." Victoria's four per cent cap on trading water licences out of Victorian districts was one such barrier, he said.

The Victorian cap would rise to six per cent by the end of the year and be abolished in 2014. "But we believe that by 2014 it could be too late," Mr Rann said. "We need that cap lifted well before 2014. "We see it as a cap on reform and a cap on the rescue of the River Murray." SA would enter the temporary water market to purchase water needed to provide healthier flows to the Murray while fighting for a lasting solution, he said. "Our state will not shirk its duty to keep the Lower Lakes (of the Murray) and their environment in a sustainable condition until the commonwealth can purchase enough permanent water licences to send additional water down the river," Mr Rann said.

"But there will be little benefit in the commonwealth using its allocated $3 billion to buy permanent water to restore healthy environmental flows to the river if the environment has already been destroyed in the meantime. "That is why we need to remove the barriers to water trading in the upstream states as a matter of some urgency. "We are not prepared to stand by and passively watch the decline of our natural environment at the end of the Murray Darling system."

Wellington weir deadline fast approaching

Construction of a weir must start by the end of April if the Lower Lakes are to be saved - unless more water can be bought or construction times shortened. Water Security Commissioner Robyn McLeod said the weir's April start could be put back if construction companies can build it quicker, or the Government buys more water, but her preference was for a permanent solution. "We're still working on getting a freshwater solution," she said. "If we can buy some water ... or convince the other states to get some temporary water into the Lower Lakes, every bit of water you get down there puts off the construction by one month.

"But the Government is absolutely working to a freshwater solution for the Lower Lakes." The State Government has a February 2010 deadline for the Lakes to receive more water. If none is forthcoming by that date, it will flood the Lakes with seawater to prevent acidification. But the nine-month construction period means taxpayer money must be spent earlier - even in the unlikely event that water flows into the stricken wetlands. "The weir is not inevitable," Ms McLeod said.

"(But) in terms of inflows in to the Murray-Darling Basin, we're tracking to the lowest case scan you could possibly imagine.

"In the current predictions, we cannot estimate we will have any new water coming into the Murray system this year."

Alternatives such as bioremediation - massive plantings to scrub toxins from the water and soils - have been done elsewhere, but not on the scale of the Lakes, she said. Ms McLeod applauded Salisbury Council's stormwater catchment scheme, but said it could not provide a solution for Adelaide's drinking water. "My understanding is that there is nowhere in the world at the moment where stormwater is being piped directly into pipes to be used as potable water," she said. "It needs to be cleaned up quite significantly before you can use it - it has oil, petrol, animal faeces. "We need to make sure that all of our water standards meet all the health standards." Ms McLeod expects to deliver a report into Adelaide's water security through to 2050 by the middle of the year.

The Age - Melbourne, Australia - Murray-Darling 'should get more funds'
Opposition Leader Malcolm Turnbull wants more money spent on drought-proofing irrigation infrastructure in the Murray-Darling Basin, saying this would create jobs in tough times. The government has promised to spend $5.8 billion on irrigation infrastructure to cut water wastage, but little of this has been spent to date. Mr Turnbull, who is heading to South Australia on Thursday to look at the Murray River, reiterated the opposition's call for the money to be spent sooner. "At a time when all public policy should be directed at maximising employment, it is important to note that spending on water infrastructure invariably creates jobs," he said in a statement.

The Australian - Sydney, Australia - SA water commissioner fronts probe into water security
South Australia's Commissioner for Water Security fronts a state parliamentary committee today to outline the development of South Australia's Water Security Plan.
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The state’s water crisis is a major political headache for the Rann Government and has led to the fast-tracking of a $1.7 billion desalination plant for Adelaide, works on a proposed temporary weir on the Murray River and tough household water restrictions. The Government appointed Robyn McLeod to the new position of water commissioner last November. Ms McLeod will give evidence to parliament’s Natural Resources Committee about what SA needs to do to secure future water needs. The water security plan, to be released by the middle of the year, will provide strategies through to 2050 to reduce the state’s dependency on the Murray River for its water and reduce the state’s total demand for water.
The committee is inquiring into uses of the Murray-Darling Basin and their impacts on SA.
This afternoon attention will turn back to the final parliamentary Question Time for two weeks. Parliament will resume on March 24. Also, Malcolm Turnbull visits Mannum, on the Murray River in South Australia, with member for Mayo Jamie Briggs to talk about water issues.

ABC Online – Australia - Springborg may not uphold Murray-Darling agreement
Queensland Liberal-National Party leader Lawrence Springborg has accused South Australia of parochialism as a water sharing debate escalates. He says he may not uphold the Murray-Darling agreement if he wins this month's Queensland election. SA Nationals MP Karlene Maywald says parochialism has caused the problems with the river system, but Mr Springborg says others are guilty of that. "[There is] a lot of parochialism in South Australia - I mean, I stand up for Queenslanders," Mr Springborg said. "They take 65 times more water from the system in South Australia than originates there - Queensland takes about 40 per cent of what originates in its Murray-Darling section. "I think we've been extremely responsible and very, very generous - it's about time they stopped looking at other people to blame."

www.pewtrusts.org 

Graziers and Conservationists Call on Queensland Parties to ...
Australia, Brisbane - 03/04/2009 - Grazier and conservation groups today announced a powerful alliance seeking protection for Queensland’s Channel Country Rivers in the Lake Eyre Basin.
The alliance, which includes the Australian Floodplains Association, the Cooper’s Creek Protection Group, The Wilderness Society and the global Pew Environment Group, is seeking support for the permanent protection for the river waters of the Channel Country from over extraction and pollution.  The region in Western Queensland has three huge river systems- the Diamantina, Georgina, and Cooper’s Creek. These rivers provide more than 90% of the water that fills Lake Eyre. 
The alliance is calling on all political parties running in the 2009 Queensland election to announce policies guaranteeing the long term protection of these magnificent inland rivers in the south west of the state.
“We depend on the water continuing down the rivers, providing feed for cattle, creating healthy fisheries and abundant native flora and fauna.  This is the foundation of the local beef industry, local tourism and our recreational fisheries.  We need permanent legislative protection to protect our waters for the long term,” said Mr. Angus Emmott, Board member of the Australian Floodplain Association and Channel Country grazier.  
“This is one of the great natural river systems remaining on Earth. The Channel Country Rivers flow thousands of kilometres from the tropical North into the arid heart of Australia, bringing water and life.  As a global organisation, Pew is pleased to join with local people and organisations to keep these living rivers thriving,” said Dr. Barry Traill, Director, Wild Australia Program, Pew Environment Group.
“Ten years ago my organisation worked with scientists and conservationists to stop a destructive irrigation project being built on the Cooper’s Creek.  Fortunately we won that debate.  But we don’t want to have to keep fighting off these sorts of projects again and again.  We expect to see strong and unambiguous policies from Queensland parties to protect these rivers,” said Dr. Bob Morrish, President of the Cooper’s Creek Protection Group, and Channel Country grazier.
“The Channel Country rivers are unique and should be protected. The regular floods bring life to the desert and provide one of the last great sanctuaries for wetland dependent bird colonies. The regular floods also provide much needed water for floodplain grazing. This election we are calling on all the political parties to commit to policies that ensure a win-win outcome that protects the rivers and protects the flood waters that are so important to the Channel Country cattle industry. We don’t need another ecological and economic disaster like the Murray-Darling system,” said Mr. Lyndon Schneiders, National Campaign Director, The Wilderness Society.
The country of the three Channel Country Rivers relies on periodic natural floods, which flow slowly through a vast network of channels, floodplains and wetlands.  As is occurring this week, the large floods send water all the way into South Australia, filling Lake Eyre, Australia’s biggest lake. 
The new alliance wrote today to ask party leaders to pledge to make river protection in the Channel Country a priority if elected.  In addition, it will be contacting and working with local people and community groups throughout the region, and all Australians, seeking their support for the long term protection of these rivers.  To drive the work the Australian Floodplain Association will be engaging a local project officer to specifically work on the issue.

www.moree.yourguide.com.au 

Stock and Land - Fairfax, Australia - Haystack Plain mine could be illegal
The Border Rivers-Gwydir Catchment Management Authority will receive $2.8 million to help return valuable water to rivers and wetlands. 
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Federal Minister for Climate Change and Water Senator Penny Wong said the money was part of $5.6 million divided into three water management projects under funding from the Australian Government for its On-Farm Irrigation Efficiency Program. “This investment is part of the Australian Government’s $12.9 billion Water for the Future plan, which aims to secure the water supplies of all Australians as we deal with the effects of climate change and drought,” Senator Wong said.

Gwydir Valley Irrigators Association (GVIA) chief executive officer Michael Murray said local farmers would welcome the move. “This is a good way to go,” Mr Murray said. “It’s a productive use of shared water.”

Mr Murray said it was a way of keeping water under the control of the community, along with restoring water courses and preserving environmental assets, including farming land. He said the GVIA would also discuss how to prevent the spread of water hyacinth with Senator Wong. “We have to reduce the water coming out of the Murray-Darling Basin,” she said.

“We need to make these sorts of investments. “These pilot projects will provide the government with a good testing ground for investing in on-farm irrigation infrastructure to use water more efficiently.” The $2.8 million, to be used for sub-surface irrigation conversion, will return an estimated 400 megalitres of water to rivers and wetlands. The three projects combined will see an estimated 2000 megalitres of water returned to the Murray-Darling Basin.

Senator Wong also announced a further $5.4 million would be invested to develop a “national atlas” of groundwater-dependent ecosystems. She said the plan, to be headed by the National Water Commission, would give water managers vital information. “The first step in dealing with the effects of climate change on Australia’s water resources is improving our knowledge of them,” she said. 

www.moree.yourguide.com.au 

Moree Champion - Moree, NSW, Australia - Minister makes funding announcement during visit
The Border Rivers-Gwydir Catchment Management Authority will receive $2.8 million to help return valuable water to rivers and wetlands. Federal Minister for Climate Change and Water Senator Penny Wong said the money was part of $5.6 million divided into three water management projects under funding from the Australian Government for its On-Farm Irrigation Efficiency Program. “This investment is part of the Australian Government’s $12.9 billion Water for the Future plan, which aims to secure the water supplies of all Australians as we deal with the effects of climate change and drought,” Senator Wong said. Gwydir Valley Irrigators Association (GVIA) chief executive officer Michael Murray said local farmers would welcome the move.

“This is a good way to go,” Mr Murray said. “It’s a productive use of shared water.” Mr Murray said it was a way of keeping water under the control of the community, along with restoring water courses and preserving environmental assets, including farming land. He said the GVIA would also discuss how to prevent the spread of water hyacinth with Senator Wong. “We have to reduce the water coming out of the Murray-Darling Basin,” she said. “We need to make these sorts of investments.

“These pilot projects will provide the government with a good testing ground for investing in on-farm irrigation infrastructure to use water more efficiently.” The $2.8 million, to be used for sub-surface irrigation conversion, will return an estimated 400 megalitres of water to rivers and wetlands.

The three projects combined will see an estimated 2000 megalitres of water returned to the Murray-Darling Basin. Senator Wong also announced a further $5.4 million would be invested to develop a “national atlas” of groundwater-dependent ecosystems. She said the plan, to be headed by the National Water Commission, would give water managers vital information. “The first step in dealing with the effects of climate change on Australia’s water resources is improving our knowledge of them,” she said. 

Ministerial Statement - Premier Mike Rann

Constitutional Challenge on Water Trading
Mr Speaker, for many years this Government and the people of South Australia have been demanding justice for the River Murray. We fought the former Howard Federal Government to allow the River Murray to be placed on the national COAG agenda – and finally won. That led to a Federal Government $10 billion Murray Darling Basin rescue plan. Then we fought for an Independent Authority to run the River system – and after months of dogged negotiation and much resistance from Victoria we won.
We later, under the Rudd Government, fought for the $13 billion Intergovernmental Agreement between all Murray Darling Basin States and the Commonwealth – and we won it at a COAG meeting here in Adelaide.  We argued for the large scale reduction of over allocated water licences and won over $3 billion for a buyback scheme. That agreement, signed last July, also triggered the start of $3.7 billion in infrastructure works along the entire length of the Basin including $610 million in priority projects for South Australia that could result in water savings of more than 100 gigalitres of water in the Murray Darling Basin system. Mr Speaker, for over one hundred years upstream States have deliberately used and abused the water of the River Murray. The River has suffered.
All this has continued despite the repeated warnings and complaints from South Australia dating back to Federation and before. This has been more recently exacerbated by the extreme and unprecedented drought that has been experienced across southeastern Australia. We all now stand witness to the result. The Lower Lakes and Ramsar-listed Coorong face environmental disaster. Mr Speaker the fight to save the Murray has entered a new phase. 
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I can now reveal to the House that there has been a series of meetings to explore a constitutional challenge to the upstream States to protect South Australia’s rights. The States’ rights in this matter are referred to in the Australian Constitution. I have asked that a team be assembled to bring together all of the legal and scientific expertise necessary to prepare a constitutional court challenge that I am prepared to take all the way to the High Court of Australia. Our Solicitor General will lead the legal team and we will recruit eminent constitutional law experts and private practitioners to develop our case. We will not undertake such action lightly.  We will commit the same consideration and resolve as we did in winning our case to stop a nuclear waste dump being imposed on our State.
Our objective shall be to return sufficient permanent fresh water to the river to restore its health. I have asked the legal team to examine all avenues to secure South Australia’s rights to water. The upstream States continue to place barriers in the path of that long-term solution. Victoria’s 4 per cent cap on trading water licences out of Victorian districts is one such barrier. 
That cap on trade lifts to six per cent by the end of this year, but will not be abolished completely until 2014. But we believe that by 2014, it could be too late. We need that cap lifted well before 2014. We see it as a cap on reform and a cap on the rescue of the River Murray. This Government will now enter the temporary water market to purchase water needed to provide a healthier flow to the River - while we continue to fight for a lasting solution.
Our State will not shirk its duty to keep the Lower Lakes and their environment in a sustainable condition until the Commonwealth can purchase enough permanent water licences to send additional environmental water down the River. 
But there will be little benefit in the Commonwealth using its allocated $3 billion to buy permanent water to restore healthy environmental flows to the River if the environment has already been destroyed in the meantime. That is why we need to remove the barriers to water trading in the upstream States as a matter of some urgency. Mr Speaker, at the same time we are also acting to insure ourselves against catastrophe. The Government has this week submitted a draft Environmental Arial Statement to the Commonwealth Government for approval for construction, in the event that it becomes necessary, of a temporary weir on the River Murray, just below Wellington.
The weir will take nine months to build and so preparatory steps must be taken now. I have repeatedly said, and I say it again today, this Government will do all it can to avoid building that weir.  For us it has always been an action of last resort.  It is a step I do not want to be forced to take. But we have to be prepared for the possible incursion of seawater into the Lower Lakes to prevent acidification. Only then will the temporary weir be put in place to protect the fresh water supplies of Adelaide and regional towns that rely on River Murray water for their drinking water supplies. The EIS is expected to be released within the coming week for a full public consultation process.
This Government has a responsibility – first and foremost – to guarantee our critical human needs for Adelaide and the other towns and regions that rely on the River Murray for their drinking water. We must put the needs of people ahead of all other considerations. As everyone here is aware, the Government is building a new $1.3 billion desalination plant to substantially reduce our reliance on the River Murray. That will come on line at the end of next year.
We are also investing millions of dollars in waste water recycling and stormwater re-use – far more than any other capital city in Australia. Mr Speaker, this Government has exhausted all diplomatic channels available to us and our message today is that we are not prepared to stand by and passively watch the decline of our natural environment at the end of the Murray Darling system. Our fight for justice for the River Murray will go on until the health of the river system is restored.
